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 Water is a natural resource which includes the 
entire range of natural waters that occur on 
the earth, regardless of their state i.e. vapor, 
liquid or solid and that are of potential use to 
humans. 

 Around 71 per cent of the earth’s surface is 
covered with water, which includes the saline 
and fresh water.   





 Out of the total global water only 2.5 per cent 
of water is freshwater. In this 2.5 per cent of 
fresh water, 68.7 per cent are locked in 
glaciers and ice caps while 30.1 per cent are 
groundwater and only 1.2 per cent is surface 
water. Out of the surface water 52 per cent 
are present in lakes, 38 per cent is present in 
soil moisture, 8 per cent is water vapor, rivers 
have 1 per cent of water and water within 
living organism is 1 per cent. 
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 Hydrological cycle. 

 Drinking purpose. 

 Household activities. 

 Industrial requirements. 

 Irrigation. 

 Transportation. 

 Aquaculture. 

 Recreational purpose. 

 Water as a source of potential energy i.e- hydro 
electricity, wave energy, tidal energy 

 Food supply from water. 

 Mineral reserves from ocean. 

 



 As water is essential for the sustenance of life on earth it 
needs to be conserved by a proper management. 

 Reducing water wastage in agriculture, house, industries. 
 Construction of dams and reservoirs to regulate  year 

round supply of water. They are also helpful in flood 
control and electricity generation. 

 Recycling of water. 
 Afforestation. 
 Rainwater harvesting. 
 Watershed management. 
 Desalinization  of water. 
 Enhancement of surface water storage capacity. 
 Judicious use of under ground water. 
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